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SMSgt Vo’s many deployments were in sup-
port of Operations Support Democracy, Deny
Flight, Sharp Guard, Provide Promise, Endur-
ing Freedom, Iragi Freedom, and Inherent Re-
solve. During his career, he twice was award-
ed the Non-Commissioned Officer of the Year
for the 193rd SOW, earning the designation
with the 193rd Regional Support Group and
193rd SOW. His numerous medals earned
throughout his decorated career of service in-
clude the: Air Force Meritorious Service
Medal; Air Force Commendation Medal with 1
Oak Leaf Cluster; Air Force Achievement
Medal with 1 Oak Leaf Cluster; Army Com-
mendation Medal; Iraq Campaign Medal with
Oak Leaf Cluster; and the Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal.

| am honored to honor SMSgt Nhan H. Vo’s
career of distinguished service to the 193rd
SOW, the Pennsylvania Air National Guard,
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and our
United States of America. | wish him God’s
many blessings as he departs this phase of
his life and embarks upon his next adventure.

———
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Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor U.S. Navy Motor Machinist Second
Class (MM2C) Cedric Stout of Bridge City,
Texas. Mr. Stout enlisted in the U.S. Navy in
1941 and was aboard the USS Utah anchored
at Pearl Harbor the morning of December 7.
At 100-years-old, he is believed to be the only
remaining Pearl Harbor survivor in Southeast
Texas.

Mr. Stout was born to Frank and Rita Nezat
Stout and spent his childhood in Leonville,
Louisiana. Growing up, he labored with his six
brothers and seven sisters as sharecroppers
working the fields by hand to make ends meet
for their family. Like many others in rural Lou-
isiana during the Great Depression, the Stout
home was without electricity or indoor plumb-
ing. At the age of 17, Mr. Stout joined the Ci-
vilian Conservation Corps (CCC) where he
helped build national parks in Oregon.

After returning to Louisiana, he enlisted in
the U.S. Navy on March 23, 1941. Following
boot camp in San Diego, he was stationed in
Hawaii at Pearl Harbor aboard the USS Utah.
On the morning of December 7, Mr. Stout was
awakened by the sound of Japanese aircraft
attacking our Pacific Fleet. With the ongoing
bombardment happening around him, he knew
his chances of survival were slim. Yet, by the
grace of God, he managed to get to safety.
Tragically, the USS Utah, and many on board,
were not so lucky. The battleship’s substantial
damage made it capsize and sink in a mere
seven minutes.

Following the attack on Pearl Harbor, Mr.
Stout was reassigned to a light cruiser, the
USS Detroit (CL-8). Later, while participating
in the invasion of Saipan, his landing craft
sank, leaving him and the other surviving crew
members to be rescued. For his military serv-
ice, Mr. Stout received the following com-
mendations: the Navy Expeditionary Medal,
American Campaign Medal, American Service
Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, and
World War Il Victory Medal.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

While on leave in 1944, Mr. Stout married
Delma Courville of Sunset, Louisiana. The
couple had nine children together. Their
names are Shirley Harmes, Julie Pike, Gerald
Stout, Darlene Montagne, Janet Johnston,
Janine Carter, Denise Evavold (passed away
in 1997), Daniel Stout, and Theresa Hock. Mr.
Stout and his wife also had 20 grandchildren
and 17 great-grandchildren. After his service
in World War Il, Mr. Stout moved his family to
Bridge City, Texas, in 1959 and began driving
a city bus in Port Arthur, Texas, for two years
before becoming a salesman for the Price
Cigar and Candy Company. He retired in
1988.

Sadly, Delma passed away in 1999. He
married his second wife, Cherry Tiller, in 2000.
Together, they remain committed to their large
family, including the Stout and Tiller children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. Mr.
Stout and Cherry enjoy attending mass to-
gether, sharing household chores, and gar-
dening. In fact, this impressive centenarian
can still be spotted mowing the yard on his
John Deere tractor.

Madam Speaker, | salute this American
hero for his valiant service in the U.S. Navy
during World War Il and in recognition of a for-
titude few share, but all are grateful for. | con-
gratulate this newly-minted centenarian on a
life well-lived. May God continue to bless him
for his service to his country, community, and
family.

———
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Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Madam Speaker, |
rise to salute Javier Hernandez Balcazar for
his many positive contributions to Los Ange-
les, both as a prominent soccer player and as
an active member of our Los Angeles commu-
nity.

Javier was born on June 1, 1988, in Guada-
lajara, Jalisco, Mexico, to Silvia Balcazar and
Javier Gutiérrez. He began playing soccer at
the junior club level when he was 7 years old.
After signing his first professional contract with
a local club at the age of 15, he was selected
for the Mexico national under-17 team. In July
2010, he was acquired by the Premier League
club Manchester United and became the first-
ever Mexican player to be selected for one of
the leading Premier League teams.

Javier's extraordinary soccer career and his
hard work to reach his goals are an inspiration
to young people around the world. As a new
member of the Los Angeles Galaxy, he has
become an incredible role model throughout
Southern California.

Javier joined the Galaxy as the team’s Des-
ignated Player on January 21, 2020. Since
joining the team, Javier's passion for giving
back has inspired his many philanthropic ef-
forts in the Los Angeles community.

On December 5, 2021, Javier will once
again support his community by appearing for
fans in Bell Gardens, California, in my 40th
Congressional District. The event will be one
of the largest toy giveaways in the history of
Southern California and will be hosted by DEL

November 30, 2021

Records, the largest Latino record label in the
region.

Madam  Speaker, Javier = Hernandez
Balcazar has shown exemplary commitment to
the people of Los Angeles and beyond, and |
am pleased to recognize his work as an ath-
lete and philanthropist. | hope my colleagues
will join me in recognizing his many contribu-
tions and his positive impact.

————
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Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Johnny Deniz. Johnny passed
away on September 24, 2021. He was 90
years old. He served in the U.S. Army during
the Korean war, and after returning home,
dedicated his life as a farmer in the Counties
of Madera and Fresno.

Johnny was born on July 24, 1931 to
Manuel and Rosa Deniz. He was raised in
Madera, California.

Growing up, he went to Dixieland Grammar
School and Madera High School. During
school, he was elected President of the
Madera F.F.A. Later, he served the Madera
F.F.A. as Secretary of State and was awarded
the American F.F.A. Degree. Johnny attended
Fresno State University for a degree in engi-
neering, but was soon drafted into the Army
and served as Military Police Officer in Eu-
rope.

After serving in the military, Johnny returned
back home and he married his first wife,
Wilma. He became a dedicated farmer in the
Counties of Madera and Fresno, in which he
grew multiple crops such as tomatoes, cotton,
stone fruit, and table and wine grapes. Johnny
was a successful businessman and estab-
lished the Madera Pump Company, Almond
Tree Hauler Inc., and Deniz Packing Inc. His
work for the protection of Madera County’s
water supply left a legacy in which he dedi-
cated 24 years of service as a Director, and
15 years as President, of the Madera Irrigation
District.

Johnny remarried in 2009 to his wife Dorie
and continued the dedicated work for his com-
munity. In 2010, he was awarded Senior
Farmer of the Year in the County of Madera
for his dedication and hard work with the
water district and for helping the needs of oth-
ers. As one who was always civically en-
gaged, he belonged to the Knights of Colum-
bus as a 4th degree knight; the Madera Coun-
ty Farm Bureau; the Elks Club; and last but
not least, the Veterans of Foreign Wars. His
contributions and efforts on behalf of these or-
ganizations, made a lasting impact on the Val-
ley.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring the life of Johnny Deniz. His
service and contributions to the Central Valley
and the State of California will be missed. |
join his family and friends in celebrating John-
ny’s life.
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